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Proposed Syllabus 
Spring 2026 
 
Digging in the Crates as Archival Research 
AFAMAST/MUSIC 3460 
 
Course Information: 
 
Course Times & Location: TBA 
Credit Hours: 3 
Mode of Delivery: Face-to-Face 
Format of Instruction: Lecture 
Contact Hours: 3 hours per week 
 
Instructor: 

• Name: TBA 
• Email: TBA 
• Office: TBA 
• Office hours: TBA 
• Preferred means of communication: TBA 

 
Course Prerequisites:  
 None 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course provides a critical introduction to qualitative and cultural research methods within 
the field of African American and African Studies. It will focus specifically on Hip Hop culture, 
situating it within the larger context of African American Black music traditions. Students will 
explore research intent, design, methodology, format, and presentation through a Hip Hop 
lens. The course aims to encourage students to reflect on the philosophical, theoretical, and 
ethical implications of conducting research in African American and African Studies, particularly 
in relation to Hip Hop’s tradition of “digging in the crates” to understand music. Additionally, 
students will conduct an in-depth analysis of the history of Hip Hop production and the 
significance of sampling in popular music. 
 
Topics include:  

• Understanding the concept of “Digging in the Crates”; 
• What is a hypothesis?  
• Uncovering a research problem and associated research questions 
• Understanding the problem in order to choose the correct research methodology 



 
 

This course is an elective option for the Hip Hop Studies minor [proposed]. It is open to all 
students, regardless of major. 3 credits. 
 
General Education (GE)  
 
GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures and Transformations 
 

Goal 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth 
level than the foundations. In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on 
research or cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities.  

Goal 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of- 
classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in 
previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future.  

GOAL 3: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of how cultures and sub-cultures 
develop and interact, historically or in contemporary society.  

GOAL 4: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of differences among societies, 
institutions, and individuals’ experience within traditions and cultures.  

GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures and Transformations 
 

EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Successful students are able to: 
 

(1.1) Engage in critical and logical 
thinking about the topic or idea of the 
theme. 

In this course, students will: 
 
Engage in critical and logical thinking while reflecting on their 
own research related to hip-hop culture. By analyzing chapters 
and themes from Mark Katz's "Groove Music: The Art and 
Culture of the Hip-Hop DJ," students will connect their findings 
with personal insights and broader cultural discussions. 
Students will do a chapter analysis with a critical analysis 
selection and engage in a reflective discussion in the form of an 
artistry analysis.  

 

(1.2) Engage in advanced, in-depth, 
scholarly exploration of the topic or 
idea of the theme. 

Critically analyze music production and connect it to students 
own research. When given a selection of music samples from 
various genres and cultural backgrounds. Take time to listen to 
each carefully and note your impressions. While listening, 
focus on specific components such as melody, rhythm, 



instrumentation, and lyrical content. Additionally, students will 
choose one of the four main elements of Hip Hop (DJing, 
Graffiti, B-Boying, Emceeing) and create a PowerPoint with no 
more than seven slides that: Define the chosen element. 
Explain its historical significance and evolution within the Hip 
Hop culture. This framework emphasizes how students can 
shape their assignments to reflect their unique research 
journeys while exploring the history of DJing in Hip Hop 
culture. 

 

(2.1) Identify, describe, and synthesize 
approaches or experiences as they 
apply to the theme. 

Articulate their own research methodologies and designs in 
relation to understanding Hip Hop culture. Working in small 
groups, they will discuss provided scenarios and relate them to 
their personal research experiences. Each group will identify 
the methodology and design that best suits their unique 
approaches, presenting their conclusions to the class. This 
exercise aims to deepen their understanding of how research 
methodology influences the interpretation of Hip Hop culture. 
 

(2.2) Demonstrate a developing sense 
of self as a learning through 
reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior 
experiences to respond to new and 
challenging contexts. 

Reflect on personal growth as a researcher and learner while 
connecting experiences in Hip Hop culture to the development 
of your research topic. Through a self-assessment journal that 
will speak to their strengths as a researcher and learner, 
particularly in relation to your personal connections to Hip 
Hop. 
 

(3.1) Describe the influence of an 
aspect of culture (religious belief, 
gender roles, institutional 
organization, technology, 
epistemology, philosophy, scientific 
discovery, etc.) on at least one 
historical or contemporary issue.  
 

Write short essays, reflective essays, and deliver presentations 
that speak to students understanding of how any of aspect of 
Hip Hop culture (gender roles, institutional organizations, 
technology, epistemology, philosophy, etc.) contributes to the 
formation of individual and collective identities, and what are 
the implications of this for understanding Hip Hop culture. 
Also, a discussion forum to help display students’ 
understanding of the relationship between the culture and at 
least one contemporary issue or an occurrence in Hip Hop 
history such as the invention of the drum machine, or the 
landmark case of Grand Upright Music, Ltd vs. Warner Bros. 
Music.  
 

(3.2) Analyze the impact of a “big” 
idea or technological advancement in 
creating a major and long-lasting 
change in a specific culture.  

Prepare a research proposal that links research questions, 
theoretical paradigms, and research methodologies to analyze 
the impact of sampling (as a big idea) within the Hip Hop 
community. Using this to define the research question and to 
discuss the theoretical framework used to explain the long-



lasting use of sampling as a major technique in the creation of 
Hip Hop music.  
 

(3.3) Examine the interactions among 
dominant and sub-cultures. 

Engage with Mark Katz's "Groove Music: The Art and Culture of 
the Hip Hop DJ" to understand the significance of DJs in Hip-
Hop culture and connect these concepts to their independent 
research.  

(3.4) Explore changes and continuities 
over time within a culture or society.  

Write a brief proposal outlining their selected topic and initial 
thoughts on the following topics 

- The evolution of Hip Hop music styles (e.g., lyrical 
themes, production techniques)  

- The impact of hip hop on social movements (e.g., 
Black Lives Matter)  

- The role of dance in hip hop culture (e.g., 
breakdancing, krumping)  

- The influence of Hip Hop fashion trends over the 
decades  

- Language and vernacular shifts within hip hop lyrics  
  

(4.1) Recognize and explain 
differences, similarities, and 
disparities among institutions, 
organizations, cultures, societies, 
and/or individuals.  

Analyzing specific examples of sampling creative works in Hip 
Hop music and tracing the sources of samples and discussing 
how they are transformed and repurposed to create new 
meanings and messages. Students will also select two different 
cultural expressions, one from within Hip-Hop and another 
from a different music genre or cultural practice. They will 
analyze and present the differences, similarities, and disparities 
in how these expressions reflect societal values and contribute 
to cultural transformations. 
 

(4.2) Explain ways in which categories 
such as race, ethnicity, and gender 
and perceptions of difference, impact 
individual outcomes and broader 
societal issues.  

Engage in role-playing exercises where students assume 
identities reflected in hip hop narratives that differ from their 
own. This activity aims to foster empathy and understanding by 
immersing students in scenarios that highlight societal issues 
impacted by race, ethnicity, and gender, as represented in hip 
hop. Following the role-play, the class will discuss how 
qualitative research methods, such as hip-hop ethnography or 
narrative inquiry, can provide powerful insights into the lived 
experiences and struggles depicted in hip hop culture. 
 

 



Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 

• Explain the concept of “Digging in the Crates” within the research 
context 

• Define, articulate, and demonstrate what constitutes a hypothesis. 
• Identify and analyze a research problem along with its related research 

questions. 
• Evaluate a research problem effectively to select the appropriate 

research methodology. 
• Express a clear understanding of Hip Hop as a culture; including listing 

and explaining the 4 main elements of Hip Hop (DJing, Graffiti, B-
Boying, & Emceeing)  

• Explain the concept of Hip Hop sampling (Digging in the Crates) within 
African American musical traditions.  

• Describe sampling as archival research within African American black 
music traditions.  

• Articulate the difference between research methodology and research 
design. 

• Prepare a research proposal and demonstrate a clear understanding of 
the links between research questions, theoretical paradigms and 
research methodologies. 

• Demonstrate the ability to consider and deploy specific methodologies 
to the consideration of a range of research questions. 

• Illustrate the relationship between theory and method. 
 
 
Required Texts: 
 

• Katz M. (2012). Groove music: The art and culture of the hip-hop DJ. 
Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 
 

*Texts can be purchased at the OSU Barnes & Noble 
 
 
 
Grading: 500 Points TOTAL for the Class 
 
100 points  Chapter Analyses (4 @ 25 points each) 
100 points  Artistry Analysis (5 @ 20 points each) 
100 points  Reflective Analysis (2 @ 50 points each) 
100 points  The Role of Hip Hop Identity Formation (Midterm)  
100 points   Research Proposal  
 



 
Descriptions of Major Course Assignments: 
 
Chapter Analyses (4 @ 25 points each) 
Students will analyze assigned chapters from the assigned readings and will 
share in class with a 5 slide PPT or Prezi. Choose at least two chapters from 
"Groove Music." As you read, identify the central arguments Katz presents 
regarding the artistry, techniques, and cultural significance of the hip-hop 
DJ. Do you find the arguments compelling? Develop a research question 
based on gaps/ or topics not discussed.  
 
Reflective Analysis (2 @ 50 points each) 
Reflect on the artistic techniques discussed by Katz. How do the ideas 
presented in the text connect with the cultural issues relevant to your 
research? How do these techniques illuminate the nature of creativity in your 
own research area? Provide examples that showcase both the similarities 
and differences between Katz's insights and your findings. 

- Research Methodology vs. Research Design Discussion - 
Students will articulate their own research methodologies and designs 
in relation to understanding Hip Hop culture. Working in small groups, 
they will discuss provided scenarios and relate them to their personal 
research experiences. Each group will identify the methodology and 
design that best suits their unique approaches, presenting their 
conclusions to the class. This exercise aims to deepen their 
understanding of how research methodology influences the 
interpretation of Hip Hop culture. 

- Journal Entry: Self-Assessment - Write a reflective journal entry 
(500-700 words) that explores your journey as a learner in this 
course. Consider the following prompts to guide your reflection:  

- What prior experiences, both academic and personal, have shaped 
your interest in Hip Hop culture?  

- How have your understanding and perceptions of research evolved 
through your- engagement with the course material?  

- Identify a challenge or a moment of insight in your research process 
so far. How did you navigate this experience, and what did you learn 
from it?  

 
Artistry Analysis (5 @ 20 points each) 
Music Production Workshop Reflection 
Write 1-2 paragraphs discussing your analysis and its connection to your 
research. Given a selection of music samples from various genres and 



cultural backgrounds. Take time to listen to each carefully and note your 
impressions. While listening, focus on specific components such as melody, 
rhythm, instrumentation, and lyrical content. How do these elements work 
together to form a cohesive sound? Reflect on the cultural heritage 
embodied in each sample. How does this heritage influence the music? What 
stories or histories do these samples tell? Think about how the themes and 
ideas present in these samples relate to your own research. Consider 
questions like: 
   - How does the music reflect or challenge the topics you are studying? 
   - In what ways can your findings enhance the understanding of these 
samples or the cultures they represent? 
 
 
Exploring the Four Elements of Hip Hop 
Choose one of the four main elements of Hip Hop (DJing, Graffiti, B-Boying, 
Emceeing) and create a PowerPoint with no more than seven slides that: 
Define the chosen element. Explain its historical significance and evolution 
within the Hip Hop culture. This framework emphasizes how students can 
shape their assignments to reflect their unique research journeys while 
exploring the history of DJing in Hip Hop culture. 
 
Digging In The Crates Case Studies/Listening Party  
On this field trip, students will delve into records, immerse themselves in 
artist performances, and link the sounds of various instruments. By 
examining record labels and listening to record recordings. Investigate how 
cultural components have profoundly influenced historical or current events 
through the lens of music. This exercise aims to offer tangible instances of 
the theoretical concepts covered in the class, enhancing comprehension of 
the course content. 
 
 Discussion Forum: Theoretical Paradigms and Interdisciplinary Research 
Understand the relationship between theory and method and the 
implications for interdisciplinary research. Students will: Post a summary of 
a theoretical paradigm relevant to Hip Hop studies. Provide examples of how 
this theory can influence research methods and vice versa. Comment on at 
least two classmates’ posts to foster dialogue. 
 
Reflection Essays  
Students will be asked to write reflection essays on how their understanding 
of the influence of cultural aspects on historical or contemporary issues has 
evolved throughout the course. This will encourage students to critically 
assess their learning journey and the implications of their own research.  
 
Midterm Project 



Research Question: How does Hip Hop contribute to the formation of 
individual and collective identities, and what are the implications of this for 
understanding Hip Hop culture? 

Methodology: Conduct a qualitative study of Hip Hop fans and artists to 
explore their experiences of identity formation. Interview participants to gain 
insights into how Hip Hop has influenced their sense of self, their 
relationships with others, and their place in society. Analyze Hip Hop lyrics, 
music videos, and other cultural artifacts to understand how Hip Hop 
represents and constructs identities. 

Creative Work: Create a multimedia installation or performance piece that 
explores the role of Hip Hop in identity formation. This could include 
elements such as video, music, dance, and spoken word. 

Final Project Presentation 
Prepare a research proposal that links research questions, theoretical 
paradigms, and research methodologies. Create a PowerPoint addressing 
your research. Define your research question. Discuss the theoretical 
framework you will use. Outline the research methodology and design.  
 
Slide 1: Title Slide 
Introduce the topic of the presentation. Include the title of the research project, your name, the 
date, and any relevant institutional affiliation. 
 
Slide 2: Introduction to the "Big" Idea or Technological Advancement 
Define the specific "big" idea or technological advancement you will analyze. Provide a brief 
overview of its historical context and significance. Highlight why it deserves attention regarding 
cultural impact. 
 
Slide 3: Research Question 
Clearly state your research question. Discuss its relevance to the specific culture being studied. 
Explain how this question arises from the significance of the technological advancement 
 
Slide 4: Theoretical Framework 
Introduce the theoretical frameworks relevant to your analysis (e.g., cultural studies, 
technological determinism, social constructivism). Explain how these frameworks will guide 
your understanding of the impact. 
 
Slide 5: Methodology Overview 
Outline the research methodologies you will employ (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods). 
Briefly describe the rationale for choosing these methodology(ies )in exploring the cultural 
changes. 
 
Slide 7: Analysis Techniques 



Discuss how you will analyze the data you collect. Mention any relevant tools or frameworks for 
analysis (thematic analysis, statistical methods) and justify their suitability for your study. 
 
Slide 8: Implications of Research 
Reflect on the broader implications of your research findings. Consider how understanding the 
cultural impact of this technological advancement could inform future research, policy-making, 
or social practices. 
 
Slide 9: References 
List all sources and references that were cited in your presentation. Ensure to follow a consistent 
citation style relevant to your field (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.).  
 
 
OSU Grade Scheme: 
 
93 - 100 (A) 
90 - 92.9 (A-) 
87 - 89.9 (B+) 
83 - 86.9 (B) 
80 - 82.9 (B-) 
77 - 79.9 (C+) 
73 - 76.9 (C) 
70 - 72.9 (C-) 
67 - 69.9 (D+) 
60 - 66.9 (D) 
Below 60 (E) 
 

University Policies and Statements 
 
Please see the following link for standard syllabus statements on Academic 
Misconduct, Student Life – Disability Services, Religious Accommodations, and 
Intellectual Diversity. https://ugeducation.osu.edu/academics/syllabus-policies-
statements/standard-syllabus-statements 
 
 

https://ugeducation.osu.edu/academics/syllabus-policies-statements/standard-syllabus-statements
https://ugeducation.osu.edu/academics/syllabus-policies-statements/standard-syllabus-statements


Course Schedule 
• Refer to the Carmen Canvas course for up-to-date due dates. 

 
Week 1  

• Theme: Syllabus and Course Overview 
o Research Methodology vs. Research Design 

Week 2 
• Theme: Research Methodology vs. Research Design continued 

o Chapter Analysis: Groove Music (Ch. 1-2) 
Week 3 

• Theme: Aims, Objectives, Research Questions 
o Quantitative vs Qualitative vs Mixed Methods 
o Activity: Role-Playing Exercises Inspired by Hip Hop Narratives   
o Reflective Analysis: Research Methodology vs. Research Design Discussion  

Week 4 
• Theme: Sampling & Data Collection 

o Activity: Sampling in Hip Hop music and Comparative Analysis  
o Understanding two different cultural expressions using research methods & 

research methodology  
Week 5 

• Theme: Writing the methodology  
o Chapter Analysis: Groove Music (Ch.3-4) 

Week 6 
• Theme: The origin and history of Hip Hop 

• Activity: Exploring changes within Hip Hop culture 
• Activity: Role Playing exercises inspired by Hip Hop Narratives 

Week 7 
• Theme: The 4 main elements of Hip Hop 

• Understanding Hip Hop as culture 
• Activity: Understanding the Role of DJs in Hip Hop Culture (discussion post and 

presentation) 
• Chapter Analysis: Groove Music (Ch. 5-6) 
• Artistry Analysis: Exploring the Four Main Elements of Hip Hop 

Week 8 
• Midterm Project 

Week 9 
• Theme: What is Digging in the crates in relation to research? 

• A Tribe Called Quest 
• Chapter Analysis: Groove Music (Ch. 7-8) 

Week 10 
• Theme: Digging in the crates as archival research 

o Consider how hip hop samples and compare this to your research 



o Digging in the Crates Analysis 
Week 11 

● Theme: Let’s Dig in the Crates! 
○ Field Trip to the Vinyl Record Store (Digging In The Crates Case Studies/Listening 

Party)  
• You try it: Digging in the Crates 
• Artistry Analysis: Digging in the Crates Case Studies 

 
Week 12 

• Theme: Playing Records and Beat Making 
o Experiment with Beat making workshop 
o Artistry Analysis: Music Production Workshop Reflection 

Week 13 
• Theme: Apply the Digging in the crates concept to your own research 

o Artistry Analysis: Discussion Forum – Theoretical Paradigms and Interdiscplinary 
Research 

Week 14 
• Theme: Research Methodology & Digging in the crates 

o Reflective Analysis: Journal Entry – Self-Assessment 
o Artistry Analysis: Reflection Essays 

 
Week 15 

• Final Project – Presentation of Research Projects 
 

***This schedule may be changed, but it is a guideline of the semester 



GE Theme course submission worksheet: Traditions, Cultures, 
& Transformations 

Overview 

Courses in the GE Themes aim to provide students with opportunities to explore big picture ideas and 
problems within the specific practice and expertise of a discipline or department. Although many Theme 
courses serve within disciplinary majors or minors, by requesting inclusion in the General Education, programs 
are committing to the incorporation of the goals of the focal theme and the success and participation of 
students from outside of their program.   

Each category of the GE has specific learning goals and Expected Learning Outcomes (ELOs) that connect to the 
big picture goals of the program. ELOs describe the knowledge or skills students should have by the end of the 
course. Courses in the GE Themes must meet the ELOs common for all GE Themes and those specific to the 
Theme, in addition to any ELOs the instructor has developed specific to that course. All courses in the GE must 
indicate that they are part of the GE and include the Goals and ELOs of their GE category on their syllabus.  

The prompts in this form elicit information about how this course meets the expectations of the GE Themes.  
The form will be reviewed by a group of content experts (the Theme Advisory) and by a group of curriculum 
experts (the Theme Panel), with the latter having responsibility for the ELOs and Goals common to all themes 
(those things that make a course appropriate for the GE Themes) and the former having responsibility for the 
ELOs and Goals specific to the topic of this Theme.  

Briefly describe how this course connects to or exemplifies the concept of this 
Theme (Traditions, Cultures, & Transformations) 

In a sentence or two, explain how this class “fits’ within the focal Theme.  This will help reviewers understand 
the intended frame of reference for the course-specific activities described below.  

(enter text here) 



Connect this course to the Goals and ELOs shared by all Themes 

Below are the Goals and ELOs common to all Themes.  In the accompanying table, for each ELO, describe the 
activities (discussions, readings, lectures, assignments) that provide opportunities for students to achieve those 
outcomes. The answer should be concise and use language accessible to colleagues outside of the submitting 
department or discipline. The specifics of the activities matter—listing “readings” without a reference to the 
topic of those readings will not allow the reviewers to understand how the ELO will be met.  However, the 
panel evaluating the fit of the course to the Theme will review this form in conjunction with the syllabus, so if 
readings, lecture/discussion topics, or other specifics are provided on the syllabus, it is not necessary to 
reiterate them within this form. The ELOs are expected to vary in their “coverage” in terms of number of 
activities or emphasis within the course. Examples from successful courses are shared on the next page. 

Goal 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level 
than the foundations. In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on 
research or cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. 

Goal 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-
classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in 
previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOs 
ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and 
logical thinking.  
ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, 
in-depth, scholarly exploration of 
the topic or ideas within this 
theme. 
ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and 
synthesize approaches or 
experiences.  
ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a 
developing sense of self as a 
learner through reflection, self-
assessment, and creative work, 
building on prior experiences to 
respond to new and challenging 
contexts.  

Example responses for proposals within “Citizenship” (from Sociology 3200, Comm 2850, French 2803): 

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical 
and logical thinking. 

This course will build skills needed to engage in critical and logical thinking 
about immigration and immigration related policy through:  
Weekly reading response papers which require the students to synthesize 
and critically evaluate cutting-edge scholarship on immigration;  
Engagement in class-based discussion and debates on immigration-related 
topics using evidence-based logical reasoning to evaluate policy positions;  
Completion of an assignment which build skills in analyzing empirical data 
on immigration (Assignment #1)  



Completion 3 assignments which build skills in connecting individual 
experiences with broader population-based patterns (Assignments #1, #2, 
#3)  
Completion of 3 quizzes in which students demonstrate comprehension of 
the course readings and materials. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, 
and synthesize approaches 
or experiences.  

Students engage in advanced exploration of each module topic through a 
combination of lectures, readings, and discussions. 

Lecture 
Course materials come from a variety of sources to help students engage in 
the relationship between media and citizenship at an advanced level. Each 
of the 12 modules has 3-4 lectures that contain information from both 
peer-reviewed and popular sources. Additionally, each module has at least 
one guest lecture from an expert in that topic to increase students’ access 
to people with expertise in a variety of areas. 

Reading 
The textbook for this course provides background information on each topic 
and corresponds to the lectures. Students also take some control over their 
own learning by choosing at least one peer-reviewed article and at least 
one newspaper article from outside the class materials to read and include 
in their weekly discussion posts. 

Discussions 
Students do weekly discussions and are given flexibility in their topic choices 
in order to allow them to take some control over their education. They are 
also asked to provide 
information from sources they’ve found outside the lecture materials. In 
this way, they are able to 
explore areas of particular interest to them and practice the skills they will 
need to gather information 
about current events, analyze this information, and communicate it with 
others. 

Activity Example: Civility impacts citizenship behaviors in many ways. 
Students are asked to choose a TED talk from a provided list (or choose 
another speech of their interest) and summarize and evaluate what it says 
about the relationship between civility and citizenship. Examples of Ted 
Talks on the list include Steven Petrow on the difference between being 
polite and being civil, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s talk on how a single 
story can perpetuate stereotypes, and Claire Wardle’s talk on how diversity 
can enhance citizenship. 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a 
developing sense of self as a 
learner through reflection, 
self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on 
prior experiences to respond 
to new and challenging 
contexts.  

Students will conduct research on a specific event or site in Paris not 
already discussed in depth in class. Students will submit a 300-word 
abstract of their topic and a bibliography of at least five reputable 
academic and mainstream sources. At the end of the semester they will 
submit a 5-page research paper and present their findings in a 10-minute 
oral and visual presentation in a small-group setting in Zoom.  

Some examples of events and sites: 
The Paris Commune, an 1871 socialist uprising violently squelched by 
conservative forces  



Jazz-Age Montmartre, where a small community of African-Americans–
including actress and singer Josephine Baker, who was just inducted into 
the French Pantheon–settled and worked after World War I.   
The Vélodrome d’hiver Roundup, 16-17 July 1942, when 13,000 Jews were 
rounded up by Paris police before being sent to concentration camps  
The Marais, a vibrant Paris neighborhood inhabited over the centuries by 
aristocrats, then Jews, then the LGBTQ+ community, among other groups. 

Goals and ELOs unique to Traditions, Cultures, & Transformations 

Below are the Goals and ELOs specific to this Theme.  As above, in the accompanying Table, for each ELO, 
describe the activities (discussions, readings, lectures, assignments) that provide opportunities for students to 
achieve those outcomes. The answer should be concise and use language accessible to colleagues outside of 
the submitting department or discipline. The ELOs are expected to vary in their “coverage” in terms of number 
of activities or emphasis within the course. Examples from successful courses are shared on the next page. 

GOAL 3: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of how cultures and sub-cultures develop 
and interact, historically or in contemporary society. 

GOAL 4: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of differences among societies, 
institutions, and individuals’ experience within traditions and cultures. 

Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOs 
ELO 3.1    Describe the influence of an 
aspect of culture (religious belief, gender 
roles, institutional organization, technology, 
epistemology, philosophy, scientific 
discovery, etc.) on at least one historical or 
contemporary issue. 
ELO 3.2   Analyze the impact of a “big” idea 
or technological advancement in creating a 
major and long-lasting change in a specific 
culture.   
ELO 3.3  Examine the interactions among 
dominant and sub-cultures.  
ELO 3.4  Explore changes and continuities 
over time within a culture or society. 
ELO 4.1  Recognize and explain differences, 
similarities, and disparities among 
institutions, organizations, cultures, 
societies, and/or individuals.  
ELO 4.2   Explain ways in which categories 
such as race, ethnicity, and gender and 
perceptions of difference, impact individual 
outcomes and broader societal issues 



 Program Learning Goals 
 Goal A: 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
cultural, socio-political, and 
historical formations, 
connections, conditions, 
and transformations 
evident throughout the 
African World and Black 
Diaspora. 
 

Goal B: 
Identify, critique, 
and appreciate the 
intersections 
between race, class, 
gender, ethnicity, 
and sexuality from 
the historical and 
existential 
perspectives of 
African and African 
descended peoples. 

 

Goal C: 
Implement 
interdisciplinary 
research methods and 
methodological 
perspectives applicable 
to advanced study, 
community 
development, and 
public service. 
 

Core Courses    

2201 Beginning  Intermediate   
3310 Intermediate  Intermediate  
3440 Intermediate  Advanced  Beginning  
4921 Intermediate  Advanced  Intermediate  
    

Elective 
Courses 

   

2000-Level (Max of 3 
courses) 

Beginning Beginning Beginning 

3000- Level (Max of 
3 courses) 

Beginning/Intermediate Beginning/Intermediate Beginning/Intermediate 

4000-Level Advanced Advanced Advanced 
5000-Level Advanced Advanced Advanced 
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	enter text here: Digging in the Crates as Archival Research embodies the theme 'Traditions, Cultures, & Transformations' by critically engaging with Hip Hop culture as a transformative force within the broader scope of African American and African Studies. This research employs a multidisciplinary methodology, incorporating qualitative analyses of lyrical content, historical contextualization, and ethnographic studies focused on Hip Hop communities. By examining the dynamic interplay between tradition and innovation in African American music, mainly through sampling, the study highlights how these cultural expressions evolve and contribute to societal transformations.
	ELO 1: 
	2: 
● Music Production Workshop Reflection
Write 1-2 paragraphs discussing your analysis and its connection to your research. 
Given a selection of music samples from various genres and cultural backgrounds. Take time to listen to each carefully and note your impressions. While listening, focus on specific components such as melody, rhythm, instrumentation, and lyrical content. How do these elements work together to form a cohesive sound? Reflect on the cultural heritage embodied in each sample. How does this heritage influence the music? What stories or histories do these samples tell? Think about how the themes and ideas present in these samples relate to your own research. Consider questions like:
   - How does the music reflect or challenge the topics you are studying?
   - In what ways can your findings enhance the understanding of these samples or the cultures they represent?

●  Exploring the Four Elements of Hip Hop
Choose one of the four main elements of Hip Hop (DJing, Graffiti, B-Boying, Emceeing) and create a PowerPoint with no more than seven slides that: Define the chosen element. Explain its historical significance and evolution within the Hip Hop culture. This framework emphasizes how students can shape their assignments to reflect their unique research journeys while exploring the history of DJing in Hip Hop culture.
To assist you in creating your slide presentation, use the following outline questions:
Slide 1: Introduction to DJing in Hip Hop
Define DJing: Focus on the core aspects of mixing, transitioning, and creating a rhythm and vibe. Connect the significance of DJing to their personal research interests.

Slide 2: Historical Context and Evolution
Discuss the origins of DJing in the Bronx and its evolution from the 1970s to the present.
Relate this history to their own research themes by exploring similar evolution in other music genres or cultural movements.

Slide 3: Influential Artists and Their Inspirations
Identify key DJs historical or present 
Find artists from your own research who parallel these figures in their respective fields or cultures, investigating their influence and legacy.

Slide 4: DJing and Its Societal Impact
Examine how DJing has acted as a voice for marginalized communities and a form of resistance.
Connect this theme to your research. (ex. How does community engagement manifest in their area of study? Are there parallel movements or art forms that act similarly?)




Slide 5: Interconnectedness with Other Art Forms 
Encourage students to explore how their research topics intersect with DJing and Hip Hop culture.

Slide 6: Engaging in Scholarly Exploration
Propose a specific research methodology
Create a timeline tracing the development of DJing techniques while relating this to advancements in your own research area.

Slide 7: Personal Reflection and Application
Write a short conclusion that reflects on what you have learned about DJing and how it resonates with your research interests.


	Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOsELO 11 Engage in critical and logical thinking: ● Chapter Analysis - Critical Analysis Selection
Choose at least two chapters from "Groove Music." As you read, identify the central arguments Katz presents regarding the artistry, techniques, and cultural significance of the hip-hop DJ. Do you find the arguments compelling? Develop a research question based on gaps/ or topics not discussed. 

● Artistry Analysis – Reflective Discussion
Reflect on the artistic techniques discussed by Katz. How do the ideas presented in the text connect with the cultural issues relevant to your research? How do these techniques illuminate the nature of creativity in your own research area? Provide examples that showcase both the similarities and differences between Katz's insights and your findings.

	Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOsELO 21 Identify describe and synthesize approaches or experiences: 
● Research Methodology vs. Research Design Discussion Board
Students will articulate their own research methodologies and designs in relation to understanding Hip Hop culture. Working in small groups, they will discuss provided scenarios and relate them to their personal research experiences. Each group will identify the methodology and design that best suits their unique approaches, presenting their conclusions to the class. This exercise aims to deepen their understanding of how research methodology influences the interpretation of Hip Hop culture.
As students discuss scenarios in relation to their personal research experiences, they can draw on Katz's insights about the role of the DJ, the techniques they employ, and the cultural narratives they help create.  Review class notes to analyze how different research methodologies: *Qualitative
*Quantitative
*Ethnographic
*Mixed Methodology 

Students will post their responses on the Discussion Board and reply to two of their peer responses

	Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOsELO 22 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection self assessment and creative work building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts: Reflect on personal growth as a researcher and learner while connecting experiences in Hip Hop culture to the development of your research topic. 


● Journal Entry: Self-Assessment
Write a reflective journal entry (2-3 pages) that explores your journey as a learner in this course. Consider the following prompts to guide your reflection: 
- What prior experiences, both academic and personal, have shaped your interest in Hip Hop culture? 
- How have your understanding and perceptions of research evolved through your- engagement with the course material? 
- Identify a challenge or a moment of insight in your research process so far. How did you navigate this experience, and what did you learn from it? 
Conclude your entry with a self-assessment that addresses:
 - Your strengths as a researcher and learner, particularly in relation to your personal connections to Hip Hop. 
- Areas where you feel you need further development or support as you progress in your research.
- Creative Component that incorporates a creative element that reflects your engagement with Hip Hop culture. This could be a piece of original poetry, a short rap, or an illustrative collage that expresses your thematic interests and personal perspectives on your research topic.

	Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOsELO 31 Describe and analyze a range of perspectives on what constitutes citizenship and how it differs across political cultural national global andor historical communities: The Role of Hip Hop in Identity Formation (Midterm)
Research Question: How does Hip Hop contribute to the formation of individual and collective identities, and what are the implications of this for understanding Hip Hop culture?
Methodology: Conduct a qualitative study of Hip Hop fans and artists to explore their experiences of identity formation. Interview participants to gain insights into how Hip Hop has influenced their sense of self, their relationships with others, and their place in society. Analyze Hip Hop lyrics, music videos, and other cultural artifacts to understand how Hip Hop represents and constructs identities.
Creative Work: Create a multimedia installation or performance piece that explores the role of Hip Hop in identity formation. This could include elements such as video, music, dance, and spoken word.
● Digging In The Crates Case Studies 
On this field trip, students will delve into records, immerse themselves in artist performances, and link the sounds of various instruments. By examining record labels and listening to record recordings. Investigate how cultural components have profoundly influenced historical or current events through the lens of music. 
This exercise aims to offer tangible instances of the theoretical concepts covered in the class, enhancing comprehension of the course content.
●  Discussion Forum: Theoretical Paradigms and Interdisciplinary Research
Understand the relationship between theory and method and the implications for interdisciplinary research. Students will: Post a summary of a theoretical paradigm relevant to Hip Hop studies. Provide examples of how this theory can influence research methods and vice versa. Comment on at least two classmates’ posts to foster dialogue.
● Reflection Essays 
Students will be asked to write reflection essays on how their understanding of the influence of cultural aspects on historical or contemporary issues has evolved throughout the course. This will encourage students to critically assess their learning journey and the implications of their own research. 

	Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOsELO 32 Identify reflect on and apply the knowledge skills and dispositions required for intercultural competence as a global citizen: 
● Research Proposal Preparation
Prepare a research proposal that links research questions, theoretical paradigms, and research methodologies. Create a PowerPoint addressing your research. Define your research question. Discuss the theoretical framework you will use. Outline the research methodology and design. 

Slide 1: Title Slide
Introduce the topic of the presentation. Include the title of the research project, your name, the date, and any relevant institutional affiliation.

Slide 2: Introduction to the "Big" Idea or Technological Advancement
Define the specific "big" idea or technological advancement you will analyze. Provide a brief overview of its historical context and significance. Highlight why it deserves attention regarding cultural impact.

Slide 3: Research Question
Clearly state your research question. Discuss its relevance to the specific culture being studied.
Explain how this question arises from the significance of the technological advancement

Slide 4: Theoretical Framework
Introduce the theoretical frameworks relevant to your analysis (e.g., cultural studies, technological determinism, social constructivism). Explain how these frameworks will guide your understanding of the impact.

Slide 5: Methodology Overview
Outline the research methodologies you will employ (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods). Briefly describe the rationale for choosing these methodology(ies )in exploring the cultural changes.

Slide 7: Analysis Techniques
Discuss how you will analyze the data you collect. Mention any relevant tools or frameworks for analysis (thematic analysis, statistical methods) and justify their suitability for your study.

Slide 8: Implications of Research
Reflect on the broader implications of your research findings. Consider how understanding the cultural impact of this technological advancement could inform future research, policy-making, or social practices.


Slide 9: References
List all sources and references that were cited in your presentation. Ensure to follow a consistent citation style relevant to your field (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.). 

	Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOsELO34 Examine critique and evaluate various expressions and implications of diversity equity inclusion and explore a variety of lived experiences: Choose a specific aspect of hip hop culture that you want to research. Consider the following ideas: 
- The evolution of hip hop music styles (e.g., lyrical themes, production techniques) - The impact of hip hop on social movements (e.g., Black Lives Matter) 
- The role of dance in hip hop culture (e.g., breakdancing, krumping) 
- The influence of hip hop fashion trends over the decades 
- Language and vernacular shifts within hip hop lyrics 
Write a brief proposal (1-2 paragraphs) outlining your selected topic and your initial thoughts on what changes and continuities you might explore.

	Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOsELO 42 Analyze and critique the intersection of concepts of justice difference citizenship and how these interact with cultural traditions structures of power andor advocacy for social change: 
● Sampling  
Analyze specific examples of sampling in Hip Hop music, tracing the sources of samples and discussing how they are transformed and repurposed to create new meanings and messages.

● Comparative Analysis Projects
  Students will select two different cultural expressions, one from within Hip-Hop and another from a different music genre or cultural practice. They will analyze and present the differences, similarities, and disparities in how these expressions reflect societal values and contribute to cultural transformations.

	ELO4: 
	3: Role-Playing Exercises Inspired by Hip Hop Narratives  
Engage in role-playing exercises where students assume identities reflected in hip hop narratives that differ from their own. This activity aims to foster empathy and understanding by immersing students in scenarios that highlight societal issues impacted by race, ethnicity, and gender, as represented in hip hop. 
Following the role-play, the class will discuss how qualitative research methods, such as hip-hop ethnography or narrative inquiry, can provide powerful insights into the lived experiences and struggles depicted in hip hop culture.


	Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOsELO33 Identify reflect on and apply the knowledge skills and dispositions required for intercultural competence as a global citizen: Understanding the Role of DJs in Hip-Hop Culture through the eyes of Mark Katz's "Groove Music”
Students will engage with Mark Katz's "Groove Music: The Art and Culture of the Hip Hop DJ" to understand the significance of DJs in Hip-Hop culture and connect these concepts to their independent research. Read the specified assigned chapter(s) from Katz's "Groove Music" which focuses on the historical, artistic, and cultural roles of DJs in Hip-Hop. Pay attention to how Katz describes the evolution of DJing, its techniques, and its impact on Hip-Hop as a cultural movement.

Discussion Post 
Post your response to the following questions and respond to two post. 
     - What are the key arguments Katz makes about the role of the DJ in Hip-Hop culture?
     - How does Katz connect DJing to broader cultural phenomena, including social change and resistance?
     - Reflect on your personal understanding of DJing prior to and after reading this text. How has your perspective changed?

Presentation  
Prepare a 10-minute presentation summarizing your research findings and how they relate to Katz's "Groove Music." Use visual aids (slides, videos, or audio clips) to enhance your presentation.  
- Be prepared to engage your classmates and answer questions about both your research and Katz's arguments.
     - Highlight any significant connections or insights that emerged during your research process.



